FALL AN 1 Dully Carara

Jim Chanin, cwner of Chanin Development, stands last week from the roof of his office building in downtown
Boulder. Chanin is under contract to buy the First Chriscan Church, 950 28th 5., Boulder, to mpund his hmlsing

project underway on adjacent properties.

H By Greg Avary / Camera Bugsiness Writer f

Land value, desire
for housing leads
Boulder churches to

weaping views of the

Flatiroms. Close proxim-

ity to the Unhversity of
Colorads and jlenty of space
for parking right at the main
entrance to Boulder.

The very things that ance
made the 3-acre property
aowned by First Christian
Church a kegical site for a
house of God today make it
prime far redeselopment o
condominiums.

Call it the divine scrape-
off.
Chanin Development Cao,
reached an agreement with
the First Christian Church
last week to buy the angular

bullding and parking lots at
950 Z8th St

The company plans to
replace the distinetive, 46-
yearald church = the exter
or of which appeared in the
mavie “About Schrmidt™ —
with housing. The deal would
allow the congregation to
rebuild elsewhere and fund
ministrics it has previoushy
been unable to afford.

The church turned (o
Chanin becauss the company
19 tearing deows two maotels
next door fo the chorch and
bullding dozens of condo-
MnILmS -|j-|;-ﬁignr1! fo atiract
college students and youmg
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Churches jump on housing demand
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Diriviag i all is the demand
for housing In Boulder, Incress-
inig lare] valwes and & cily mager
for high-demsity urban  Enfill
profects o Eereasc tee ity
"&fnilu shock wilbeul emcour-
aging sprawl.

“The church gels what they
want, the ity mets what i
wants and s a rm]::.l el

thing For  everyhody,” sad
Jame=s Chanin, head of Chands
Develapment.

However, fmns of First Chirks-
chan Byl s archalechirg wor-
£y aboul il going away, and
about the possibility that ether
deslingt places of worslip coald
fead o,

It I8 mat the only Houlder
congregation comsidering rede

T Saired Hearl of Jesus
Catholic parish is welghlng =
developer's affer o bay s
church sl school property om
the edge of downbown, at 14tk
Streel and Mapleion Avenue

The Calhol: Archidiocess ol
[errevr, whiich oversees north:
ermn Colerado parishes, and oth-
er church bodies ame exploring
the impact of moving the
1, Tkhoasethold  comgregalion
It has nod decided whether 1o
socegl the developer's afler.

If it acrepls the offer, Sacred
Hesrt would move fo achdieo-
ressowned land jusl east of
Bowlder,

The Sacred Hesrt congregs-
tinn has worshipped on the
pregerty for 131 years. The
structures there are more mod-
erm anid mot okl enough b sete-
mustically be reviewed a8 polen-
thal bstoric land marks,

Part af the comidesation is
the land’s walee and whether
growih patterss i the neigh-
borhood support keeping the
chureh in the core of the iy,
s3it] Jeanetie Delsn, anchdio-
cese spokiTsnman

“You pay attention o the real
eebate value and you pey alten-
Gem lo the demographics, aml
hegefully you find a place
where they meet,” she sl

Trinity lamtheran Chearch, al
Broadway and Mapheico Ave
noe, is proposng e build 29

P, AREN 1 Tl (e

The First Chrisian Church ir: Boulder has signed a cantract to sell its property, making it the second caunch in the Gty i
capitalize o continued demand for housing,

mndominiums —  half
nated afiordable housing, :ulf
for comgreganis — on 8 park-
ing lol. I iz undertaking tke
prafect o help people (n the
commenity, ruther than s=ll aff
e preperty sed move else-
where, church leaders said kst
manth

First Christian Clvarch is talc-
ing & different route, wsing the
sile of its propery o-oreale a

pwre fanctional church aed to
pary [or s spiribe) conlracts.

Chanin Development put the
property  under  conbrad
Wedneadsy,

Th counky assessor values it
at 630 millies. Terma of the
sale In Chimin are ool being
discioeei,

The ¢bmrch plans 1o use lhe
momey [om seling &= 28h
Sirewt property to hulld 4 new
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- church that 35 more energy -
cient and suite the congrege
tion's nesds better. The sale
alsy would fund e church's
lozg-standing desire to parsse
mission work domestically and
in Latin America, the chorch
s in a wrillen stsiement is-
sued jointhy with Chaain,

The properiy would cap a su-
perchiock of condominium re-
dewelspment right & the cliy's
mais eriremce

Chanin Development spent
57.9 millios b buy the Lamy L
Boiel 1000 28th S, and the
Mew West fon. 570 28th St
und] fturn the sirelch of frostage
roed st et of the University
of Colorsde campas inlo the
Landmeark Lofis.

The company demalished
the Lazy L buildings and are on
the verpe of petiing bullding

. AMERA

peemite w0 buikd just more than

1M condominums and & cow  the

e of shepe on the 1.Bacre

aile.

It expecis to start on the
neigiborng property, te New
West Inn, in aboot sx months.
The moted — feemerty Super 8
of Boulder = remains open

The company has not begun
working om apecific plans for
the First Christim Church
property, bt it lkely will B
ciude razing the exisling s
Chanin said.

Thal moacerns hisionc pres-
erTRiinisis,

Histare Boeler, 8 nompmodt
group that works o preseme
potahle  Jocal  aechitecture,
wolll] like Chasis to Bnd Some
way in imiegraie the church
mis the redevelopment, ead
Joyee Davies. Historic  Boulk
der's co-prosidest

“It'e sm emceBent example of
really good  archilecture
that wes bemg doas &l the
time." Travies said, adding tha
itz profile is mised by being at
the city's entramoe. *[ makes
such a fantaatic sie.

The Sacred Hean of Jesus
hes yet I really draw the
groep's allention. Bul ax dewd
opers conlinue (o0 inchede
chaarches in their lists of prop-
erties with redeveiopment po
lenfisl, preservalionists con
ue 1o hope architecharal history
doesn gei olditerated in the

process.

“Ooe hopes theyT be car
tisus abowt tearing things
down,” Dirvies said.

Contact Comerg Burmmeiz
Wiriter Greg Avery af {303}
AT 1307 ar
aeerpridariyeamire com
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